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SUBJECT: ENERGY POLICY OF NEW ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 

1 . S&T COUNSELOR/ERDA REP AND COMMERCIAL ATTACHE MADE INITIAL 
COURTESY CALL APRIL 13 ON NEW SECRETARY FOR ENERGY, DR. 

GUILLERMO OSCAR ZUBARAN. ZUBARAN IS 45 YEARS OLD, AN ACCOUNTANT 
WITH PH.D. IN ECONOMICS, AND HAS VARIED PRIOR EXPERIENCE WITH 
GOA. HE ATTANDED WORLD ENERGY CONGRESS IN U.S. IN 1974 AND 

MOST RECENTLY HAS BEEN VICE PRESIDENT OF CENTER EOR ENERGY 
RESEARCH IN BUENOS AIRES. 

2. ZUBARAN INDICATED THAT ENTIRE ENERGY POLICY OF COUNTRY WOULD 
BE RE-EXAMINTED, NOTING THAT PREVIOUS POLICY HAD CONTAINED MUCH 
"EANTASY." IN HYDROELECTRIC EIELD, HE NOTED THAT PARANA MADIO 
PROJECT WAS UNECONOMIC AND UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD BE LOWERED IN ITS 
PRIORITY. A DEEPER LOOK WOULD ALSO BE TAKEN AT NUCLEAR ENERGY, 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH CNEA(ZUBARAN SAYS HE AND CASTRO MADERO ARE 
OLD FRIEDNDS) TO SEE WHETHER PRESENT COURSE IS RIGHT ONE OR 
SHOULD BE ALTERED (E.G. TOWARD MORE ADVANCED TYPES OF REACTORS 
OR, EVEN, CONCEIVABLY, TOWARD LWR'S). 
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3. PETROLEUM EXPLORATION WILL BE EMPHASIZED, BOTH OEF-SHORE 
(WHERE YPF HAS ONLY ONE RIG) AND ON-SHORE. PRIVATE INDUSTRY 
PARTICIPATION WILL BE ENCOURAGED, AND CONTRACTS SOUGHT FOR THE 
ON-SHORE DRILLING. OUTSTANDING INVESTMENT DISPUTES (E.G. 

SHELL, ESSO, STANDARD ELECTRIC) WILL BE SETTLED. 

4. PROSPECTION EOR COAL IS TO BE INTENSIFED. THIS IS A EIELD 
WHICH HAS BEEN LARGELY IGNORED IN THE PAST, ACCORDING TO 
ZUBRAN. 

5. DEVELOPMENT OE GEOTHERMAL ENERGY SOURCES WILL LIKELY RECEIVE 
GREATER EMPHASIS. 

6. ZUBARAN EXPRESSED PARTICULAR INTEREST IN ENERGY CONSERVATION, 
AND EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY MATERIAL ERDA CAN PROVIDE 

TO PASS TO HIM ON THIS SUBJECT. AGAIN, HE WANTS TO GET ARGENTINA 
STARTED THINKING ALONG THIS LINE, AT LEAST. 

7. FINANCING IS TO RECEIVE MUCH MORE CONSIDERATION THAN PRE- 
VIOUSLY. ZUBARAN NOTED THAT AGUA Y ENERGY'S INCOME WAS ONLY 
1/3 OE ITS ANNUAL INVESTMENT EXPENDITURE, A SITUATION WHICH COULD 
NOT CONTINUE. 

8. COMMENT: MEETING WAS MOST CORDIAL. ZUBARAN CLEARLY WANTS TURN 
ENERGY PROGRAM TOWARD PRAGMATIC, ACHIEVABLE COURSE. EMBASSY IS 
ENCOURAGED THAT HE WILL BE ABLE TO GRADUALLY DO THIS OVER TIME 
AND IS OPTIMISTIC THAT THIS WILL LEAD TO SIGNIEICANT SHARE 

OE BUSINESS FOR U.S. FIRMS. 

HILL 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: ENERGY, POLICIES 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BUENOS02507 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 42-0609 
From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760464/aaaaccdw.tel 

Line Count: 90 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUL 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <26 OCT 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ENERGY POLICY OF NEW ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 
TAGS: ENRG, TECH, AR, (ZUBARAN, GUILLERMO OSCAR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



